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Come follow me 
 
The gospel passage is a very challenging one to Christians and perhaps a troubling one too. It was 
troubling for the disciples, for the wealthy young ruler, and I’m sure for us. It seems so radical, so 
to the point and it might not suit our tastes. This teaching cuts right to the bone and at times when 
the truth challenges us, we just don’t want to listen. But it's easy to miss the truth when it is 
delivered especially when we have our backs up ready to bite back. The truth, however, can be a 
healing balm when delivered unvarnished, undiluted. And that kind of powerful truth-telling Jesus 
did so well. Luke places this text in the midst of a series of incidents and parables designed to 
indicate the character of discipleship. 
 
Now let’s get to Luke’s account in the gospel again. 

"A certain ruler asked him, 'Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (18:18) 
 
Most of the wealthy, religious people who asked Jesus public questions were trying to catch him in 
something he said, so they could hand him over to the authorities. 

• "Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" (Luke 20:22).  
• "Why do your disciples pluck grain on the Sabbath, is it not unlawful?" (Luke 6:2).  
• "This woman was caught in the very act of adultery. Shouldn't we stone her as Moses 

directed?" (John 8:4).  
 
But this man's question was no trick. It was a sincere question to which he needed to know the 
answer - how to inherit eternal life. By the question he asks, tells us a bit about him: 

• He must be feeling inadequate in his spiritual preparation somehow or he probably wouldn't 
ask the question.  

• He sided with the Pharisees because the Sadducees didn't believe in life after death, and this 
question clearly implies that he does.  

• He believed that eternal life is something that one earns or merits by what they do.  
 
The average answer from any person in our community, if asked about inheriting eternal life would 
probably be a similar belief: 
� You go to heaven if you do ‘good’.  
� You go to hell if you do bad things, only very bad things.  
� Eternal life is a reward for what you do on earth.  
� That's what people would tell you. 
 
The young man's question betrays both his understanding of inheriting eternal life, and his 
understanding of a person's ability to do good deeds that are pure, unmixed by ulterior motives. 
Surely this young man must have forgotten about the prophet Isaiah’s words on God’s vengeance 
and redemption in Ch 64:6 “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags...” 
 
After pointing out the young man's inadequate understanding of "goodness," Jesus proceeds to 
inquire more of this man's being – and measure of righteousness. 
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"You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give 
false testimony, honour your father and mother.' Based on where this young man was at the time 
with his legalistic interpretation, his answer comes as no surprise. 

'All these I have kept since I was a boy,' he said." (18:20-21) 

Despite all this the young man still sensed a lack of incompleteness, or else who would not have 
come to Jesus. 
 
I believe that this is where Jesus gets right down to the bone of discipleship, to this young man and 
us. When Jesus heard this, he said to him, 'You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.' “(18:22) 
 
The young man’s need is affirmed in this verse and I’m sure ours too. But Jesus' prescription is 
unpalatable -- to the young man and to us. "Sell everything" and give the proceeds to the poor. 
Jesus assures him, he will have treasure in heaven. It is an ironic exchange that Jesus proposes - 
exchanging comfortable wealth here on earth for rewarding wealth in the Kingdom of God.  
No wonder James characterizes true religion in chapter one vs. 27:  

"Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world”. 
 

The truth is that money itself has a way of polluting us, tempting us to compromise our values in 
order to gain and retain it. 
 
To world the festive season is fast approaching- just look around our shopping malls, but to us 
Christians our Advent journey will be starting soon in order to prepare us for the celebration of 
Christmas. At this time of the year our money can easily send us on a wild shopping spree or a 
holiday well deserved, forgetting about our elderly parents, the widow/widower, the orphan, or our 
pets throughout the festivity of the season. Jesus' words don't just upset the rich young ruler. They 
also upset us. "Does that mean that everyone should sell what they have? I’ll answer this question 
with a question, - why are we even worried? Do we, too, feel possessive of what we have? Do we 
fear that Jesus may require us to do something that would cost us too much? What are we afraid of? 
And why do we fear? Is it a fear because we sense that we are not fully surrendered?  
 
The story of the rich young ruler exposes a raw nerve in us that causes a reaction. But disposing of 
wealth was not all that Jesus asked the man to do. "Jesus said to him, 'You still lack one thing. Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.' “(18:22) 
 
We, too, are invited to come to Jesus, and then to follow him on a spiritual life journey. To enjoy 
his company, his presence. To be taught along the way by his Word and Spirit. To become part of 
his great extended family, the Body of Christ throughout the world. And to be filled with hope in 
the closing days of our journey as we know his promises and feel his comfort with us. "Come, 
follow me," is the invitation Jesus extends to you and me. 
 
Let us not leave here like the young man in sadness, but let us be prompted by a challenging gospel 
to follow Jesus. We will also encouraged to engage in prayer this week in how we will be pledging 
to God in this forthcoming liturgical year through the life and fabric here at St Mark’s. And next 
week we will come and place that ticket to journey with Christ before his altar. A commitment to 
follow him completely, as he calls us to serve him in one another. 
 
Let us pray: 
O Lord our Great Physician, you alone can heal our corrupt and deceitful hearts, and make us 
whole. Forgive us, O Lord, for clinging to those things that possess us in life and at times separate 
us from you, and make us wholly yours. Amen. 


